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accepted the office of executor solely with a view to rob
herself and children, that she would watch him closely, and
if she detected him at any of his rogue's tricks, as she was
sure she would, she should do all in her power to hang him.

Mr. Fox was not a man patiently to submit to such vile
abuse, such undeserved opprobrium, even from a female,
yet for the sake of the children of his deceased friend he
made some attempts to stop the inveteracy of the lady, and
induce a more moderate and decorous behaviour. But all his
efforts were unavailing, seeming to produce more outrageous
language, if that were possible, and more calumnies than
ever. The consequence was natural enough. Mr. Fox
became her declared enemy, and a most serious one lie
proved, whereby not only herself, but the family were
involved in the deepest distress and ultimate ruin.

Upon Admiral Forrest's death the widow found herself
involved in debt to an amount of many thousand pounds
and no funds from which to discharge them. Such a situa-
tion, instead of bringing her to her senses, as might have
been hoped it would, appeared to have a contrary effect
upon this inconsiderate woman, who continued her un-
bounded extravagance. She applied to Mr. Willis, the
agent in London, to whom the consignments of the produce
of the Jamaica estate were made, for money, and received
for answer he had not fifty pounds in his possession, and if
he had, his constituent being dead, he should not be justified
in making any advances until there was a legal representative
to grant, him a proper discharge for the same. He also
informed her he was sorry to hear the crops of the preceding
year had failed, and the returns would be little or nothing,
while the current expences of the plantations ^continued,
were even increasing, and must be paid from the earliest
produce. Even this gloomy statement operated not upon
Mrs. Forrest, nor occasioned the smallest retrenchment.
Her folly was not to be checked until the direst necessity
compelled some alteration. At the end of a year she could
not raise cash to pay the baker, butcher, and other domestic
demands, and this alone made her ungraciously consent to